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TiiaxKks to the United States, Cuba still
rejoices in freedom from yellow fever and
gmallpox. So far the insnlar authorities

have carried out our teachings very well

Troven the English railrond men get
pnly half as mueh wages as the American,
the cost of moving freight is more than
three times as much in England as in this
pouuntry.

-

IT Wit not take many more letters
from ex-Postmaster-General Smith to con-
vince the public that the man who knew
nhsolutely the least abont the Post Office
Department was the Postmaster-General
No wonder that President Roosevelt
gpeedily got rid of him.

OF anr the animals, chickens alone
never have consumption, and all efforts to
induce it in them have failed. A French
ecientist thinks that this points to &
chicken serum ns a remedy for consump-
tion, and he has begun experiments in that
direction.

Muem is being said about the strategic
positions of the world. The United States
has the finest position of anybody, in the
fact that she has over 10,000,000 young
men who would make unsurpassed soldiers
End are ready at any time to take arms
mt the call of the President

Sexator Haxxa has given out that he
does not propose to let his business inter-
fere with politics, and as he likes politics
better than business, he is withdrawing
from all business associations which re-
quire his active supervision, in order to
devote himself more entirely to the pur-
suit which he prefers.

Ex-PresipENT CrLuvELAXD has rather
ghaken up the country by telegraphing
over the new eable to Gov. Taft his con-
gratulations at the establishment of tele-
graphic communication “between these
two distant points of our common coun-
try.” Clearly, Mr. Cleveland may be
somewhat anti-imperialistie, but he has no
thought of “scuttling” out of the Philip-
pines.

WoiLE the Jews are singalarly free
from some diseases, like consumption,
svhich prevail among the Christians, they
gre very mucl more linble to heart and
nervous diseases, and especially to insan-
ftv. Where 30 Englishmen go insans and
84 Scotchmen, 39 Jews suffer from
mental aberration, and the proportion is
even larger in other parts of Europe.
From two to three times as many Jews
go insanc in Germany as Germans.

TuovcE a number of officers in the
Regular Army appointed from civil life
Liave been put out for various more or less
unpleasant ressons, the record of these ap-
pointments s, after gll, exceptionally
good. At the beginning of the year there
were no less than 475 officers who had
gerved in the volunteer regiments or came
from civil life. This does not include a
great number of yonng ofMcers who have
risen from the ranks of the Regular Army
or from those of volunteer regiments.

Now comes someiling from Mr. Cleve-
Iand which bears every mark of authority.
It is a statement in the Brooklyn Eagle,
which has always been warmly friendly to
Mr. Cleveland, to this effect, “Grover
Cleveland will aeccept the Presidential
nomination if shown that this is Lis duty
to his country and his party.” This was
written from Buzzard's Bay, where Mr.
Cleveland is spending his vaeation, by Mr.
Wm. C. Hudson, a personal friend Un-
doubtedly it represents Mr. Cleveland's
pusition that though while he loves pri-
vate life better than public office, e will,
if in the opinion of those friends to whom
he is in the habit of listening, it is his

duoty, accept the Presidential nomination.
_

Tue drift now secmns unmistakable to-
ward the admission of Oklahoma and In-
dian Territory as one State. The Demo-
ernts have at last awakened to the fact
that this would Le to their advantage, and
have begun a quict though systematie push
for it, apd the sclieme is for many reasons
aceeptable to the Republicans, If ad-
mitted nlone, Oklaboma would be strongly
Iiepublican, while the Indian Territory,
beiug  settled meinly from  the South,
would be strongly Democratie. United,
thie majority would be Demoeratie, but
probably mnot overwhelming. The new
State would have about 1,000,000 inhabi-
tants and would be entitled to four, prob-
ably five, Representatives, and two Sena-
tors.

IT sEpws that the action of the Jewish
Rlabbis at Detroit was not aceurately re-
ported. The question before them was
whether the Gentile Sunday could Le cel-
ebrated os the Jewish Sabbath without
producing schism. The convention de-
clied to pass on the question, as it was
too radical and fundamental for what it
conceived its powers. What was of more
fmportance was that a movement was
started to bring about a unification of all
the Jews in the country, with a National
organization which would place those of
that faith in a similar position to the Pres-
byterians, Methodists, Episcopalisns and
Roman Catlolies. Many advantages would
follow from Laving a National organization
of all the Jews in the United States, with
B Banhedrim, or similar body, with power
to settle questions rising out of the adjust-
ment of their religion to progressiva civil-
lzation. There is at present no body in
tho world which is suthorized to speak for
the Jews as a whole, and pronounce de-
¢lsions on questions which must neces-
Barily come up from time to time,

PENSIONE FOR THE WIDOWS.

One of the best features of the service
pension bill is the provision that it makes
for the widows of veterans who have died
and who shall die hereafter. This is a
matter of the most intense solicitude to
cvery veteran as he approaches the end of
his serviee on earth. Ile is tortured by
thouglits of what is to become of the faith-
ful woman who lias been his companion
=0 Jong. shared Lz joys and sorrows, borne
his children, and in declining years has
been his faithful, patient companion and
nurse.

Little able as he has been to battle with

the world and gain a livelihood, she is in-
finitely less so. and the thought of her
being left to the cold charities of relatives
or the refuge of the poorhouse is unbear-
able to him. Under the pension laws as
administered, the poor widow has been
larassed in a way that has aroused the in-
dignation of the veterans,
Under Evans and Lochren eszpecinlly,
the widow was treated as if she were an
unsermpulons adventuress, whom it was
necessary to foil at any eost. A large
portion  of Evans's folminations were
against the widows in unmeasured terms
for almost eversthing of which a bad wo-
man could be guilty, and Lis spies were
incessantly aronnd gathering up neighbor-
Iwond gossip, seeking eagerly for whatever
was prejmdicial to her character.

I'ensions were denied widows on the
slichtest protext. It required strenuons
eoarts for years by the whele Grand Army
of the Republic to get a pension for wid-
ows whom the IPension Bureau thought
had an income from any source of $06 a
¥OAr Or Over.

We prepose in the serviee pension bill
that every widow of a soldier who has
died or who shall die shall reeeive a pen-
sion of $12 per month, dated from the
time of her application. This must be
without any “ifs” or “ands,” amd without
any pettifogzing over eontingent interests
which she may have in property, or any
of the pretests which have been used
for denying pensions to widows. All thiat
will be necessary will be for the widow
to prove that she was lawfully married
to the soldier, that she lived with him
as his wife, and that he is now dead. We
shall have no Special Agents harrving
these poor old women with the insulting
questions which were asked wunder the
Evans and Lochren administrations, and
the widow's Tight to an allowance will ke
as ecertain and indefeasible as Ler late
husband’s,

A provision of this kind will comfort the
dying hours of many thousands of well-
deserving veterans, who are now harassed
on their deathbeds by anxiety ns to the
future of the faithful women they must
leave behind.

THE VICE-PRESIDENCY.
The seloction of a running mate for
President Roosevelt is deeply interesting
many people, as it should, for of Iate
vears the office of Vice-President has risen
considerably in the publie estimation. The
incumbent of the office is no longer re-
garded as “His Superfluity,” as John
Quincy Adums wittily proposed to term
him, becanse out of the 20 Presidential
terms in the history of the country, five
have not been completed by the men
eleeted President. This would indicate
that there is about oue chance in every six
for the Vice-President to accede to the
higher office. The chances are even
greater, taking the history of the country
siree 1861, during which time three Pre-
idents Lave been assassinated, makivg the
chance of the Vice-President becoming
President, about one in four, With this
office in mind it becomes very interesting
as to where the choice of the Republican
Convention will light. President Roose-
velt coming from the East will put all that
part of the country between the Atlantic
and the Alleghany Mountains out of the
question. Nowlere in the South is ihere
a Hepublican of sufficient prominence to
be mentioned in connection with the nom-
ination. This narrows the selection down
to the States of West Virginia, Olio, In-
dinna, Illineis, Michigan, Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, Town, Kansas, Nebraska and the
two Dakotas. No one of the last fonr
mentioned States has developed o man of
National mrominence, and they mav be
considered ont of the running. Minnesota
has no aspirant as far as heard from. and
as for Towa it would seem that with two
members of the Cabinet the State shounld
ask for nothing more. Gov. Yates, of Tli-
nois, is about the only possibility from
that State, and yet it is not by any means
sure that the faction he leads is the domi-
nant one in his own State. The same is
true of Gov. La Follette, of Wisconsin,
who hus a biiter warfare going on in his
own houseliold, with some doubt as to who
is going to win out. Gov. Bliss, of Mick-
igan, bss excellent material in Lim, but
so far has not yet been mentioned. In
Indiana, Senator Fairbanks had strong
Presidential aspirations until Roosevelt's
overwhelming  popularity  blighted them,
Nothing bas becn snid so far as to his
willingness to accept the second place,
His colleague, Senntor Beveridge, las
been spoken of, but the general impression
seems to be that while Beveridge has so
far sliown much strength, he had better
tarry in Jerico until his beard be grown.
Ohio is true te bher ancient record of Lav-
ing availuble men for any office, but so
far outside of a casual allusion to Senutor
IHarna, who langhs at the suggestion, the
only mention has been of Gov. Taft, of the
Philippines. There are some very strong
reasens both for and sgainst Gov. Taft,
and it remains to be seen whether there is
nny enrnestness beliind his candidaey. It
woulid not be a bad idea to sclect a Viee-
Prezident from West Virginia. " hat
yovng State has never hnd a National offl-
cer, anud it is time possibly that she should
have this expericuce. Senator N. B.
Scott and Representative Dovener are
both veterans of the war of the rebellion,
very eble men, and either would appear

with advantage on the National Republi-
can ticket.

—>-

AN AMERICAN CABLE TO THE PHILIPFINES.
Somehow, the consummation of even the
greantest enterprises inve gotten into the
babit of being on time, but still it eqme ns
a great surprise that the Trans-Pacific
cable should be finished on exactly the day
it was promised. The cable was com-
pleted at 10:50 p, m., New York time,
July 4, with only an Lour and 10 minutes
to spare from the date stated, and Presi-
dent Roosevelt finished up dis eelebration
of the Fourth of July by sending a mes-
sage round the world in nine and a hLalf
minutes. The best time ever made pre
viously was in 1806, when a message was
sent by Senator Depew in 60 minutes.
Very properly, one of the first messages
of the President was to the Governor of
Manila of congratulations upon that por-
tion of the United States’s possessions be-
ing brought into such close communication

with the great American Nation.

A SPLENDID SHOWING.

Commissioner Ware closes his first year
of administration of the Pension Burean
with the most creditable showing of 132,-
829 claims allowed, or 13,005 more than
last year and a far greater number of
allowances than In any year in the past
10 years. This has invelved incompara-
bly greater work than has been done in
the Burean since Gen. Raum's adminis-
tration, becanse it has required mnch
harder labor in examination. It was com-
paratively plain sailing under Gen. Raum’s
administration, but a number of compli-
cated cnses were left over, nand these in-
volved paticnt and continued examination.

The number of rejections was 113,720,
or about 5000 less than under the Iast
year of Evans. These rejections were
mainly confined to these of applications
for increnses. In spite of the great ad-
vanee in the number of allowances, the
total of the pension roll is still pnder the
one mililon mark, owing to the great in-
crease in mortality., The loss to the pen-
sion roll during the year will probahly
come close to 40,000, Commissioner Ware
Lns succeeded in getting more good work
ont of the clericai force of the PPension
Burean than any his predecessors, amd |
this without over-work, but by proper
management and the exercise of unusunal
executive ability.

—-

THE GERMAN SOCIALIST PROGRAM.
The (GGerman Socialists have been mak-

and lhe
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After Some Troubles, the Long-Expected
Wedding Comes Off at Last.

Sunday had come and gone, and had
been a trying day for all concerned. It
was to have ;been the wedding day for
which everybody in camp had worked so
hard for a week, but when Suonday morn-
ing came, Shorty was too weak to rise
from his cot. He lny in a dozing stnpor
that frightened them all. and poor Maria
wns nlmost distracted. The wedding cere-
mony was to have been performed at
noon, or “high 12, as the society columns
have it, but at dawn the Deacon had been
hurriedly called from bed by 81, who could
not conceal his fear that Shorty had tak-
en a serious relapse. When the Surgeon
came, however, e declired, after a short
examination, that Shorty wns suffering
from a spell of severe indigestion, quite
e¢vidently brought on by something he had

enten, A little later, Maria sobbingly ad-
mitted that she had smuggled into Shorty's

sick ration a huge slice of Mrs. Klegg's
vinegar pie, and the why of Shorty’s turn
for the worse was thus revealed. As n
kind of penance for her wiltul disregard
of express orders, the poor girl was shnt
ont of the room for the remainder of the

ing some very astouishing and l.;rnlil"\'iu-.:l'

moderations in their propaganda within
the last few years, and the program which
they have put out this year is so lll':ll.'l
American ideas that it can be accepted
with few reservations. It is:

“1. One vote for every adult man and
woman, a holiday to be clection day, pay-
ment of members,

Y2, The Government to he responsible
to Parlimment, local sell-government, refee-
codum.

“3.. Introduection of the militia system.

“4. Freedom of speech and frecdom of
the press.

*9. Equality of man aud weman hefore
the law.

*6. Disestablishment of the ehurehes.

“T. Undenominational sclhionis, with enm-
pulsory atteudance and gratuitons tuition.

“8. Gratuitousness of lezal proceedings.

“0. Gratuitous medical attendunes and
burial.

“10. Progressive income tax and steces-
sion duoty."”

The most of this is already in aetunsl
practice in this country. Ounteide of the
South have a vole nnder proper re-
strictions for every man. Woman suffrage
i3 not making the progress that was for
many years Loped for, and it will do no|
harm 1o increase asitation in that diree-
tion. There would be strong objections |
among the working men themselves toward
making election day a holiday. As to ll,l.-l
payment of members of the Legisluture|
and Congress we have always hod that. |

As to the second nummnber on the '
gram, our Government
Congress, and we have loeal |
ment.  The referendum i heing agitated |
in this country, but there Lardly seoms pny i
necessity where Congress and the I_«--_-i--|
latures are so quickly responsive to the:
wishes of the community as in our country,

As 1o the third elause, we have a militia
system Lere and it shonld be greatly es-
tended. It is rather astonishing to have |
the German Socialists advoenting this, as!
the attitude of the Lubor Unions in li.i_u.:
country has been rather antafonistic (o]
the militia system.

As to the 4th, 5th, and Gih elan=es, we
bave them in their entivety in this country. |

As 1o the Tth, we Lave evervihing ||||!1
compulsory attemdance upon the sehools, |
This is something that should come in the
near future.

As to the Sth and Oth elpuses, there
would be a great deal of oppasition to hav-
ing legal proceedings grotuitcns, sinee thint
would enesurage litigation, a thiog not to
be desired. Gratuitons medienl attemd-
anee and burial would strike an American
as a very strange request, thongh we al-
ready hnve free medicn] attendanes and
burinl for paupers.

As to the 10th elanse, a progressive in-
come tax is something for very camidst dis-
cussion.  Suecession duties are now being
tried by New York and possibly  some
other States, and found to work well.

we
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WHEELER'S CAVALRY.

The feeling in South Caralina against
Wheeler's eavalry has always heen vory
bitter. Undoubtedly, ang in spite of all
Wide Iampton clnims to the contrary,
Wheeler's Cavalry was responsilile for the
burning of Columbia and other places in
the Btate, nnd they also burned up great
quantities of cotton and provisions to pre-
vent them falling into our Lands. At the
time the citizens claimed that Wheeler's
Cavalry was much worse on them than
the Yankees. The Union army would take
whatever it wanted as an aet of war,
while Whecler's men, it was charged, took
from sheer love of plunder and hatred of
the South Carolinians for having precipi-
tated in the war, Wheeler's men eame
from Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and
Alabama, which had felt very severely the
rude hand of war, while Sonth Caroling,
who Lind precipitated the war, Lud so far
eseaped, which the relel cavalevmen did
not propose  that she should do. The
Charleston News and Courier, re autly, in
some elitorinle, gpoke of the outrases com-
mitted by Wheeler's mon, and there |
qnile a4 warin controversy started as
whether Whealer's eavalry was puilty
all the plundering, robbing and burning, op
whetlier it was not due to deserters, rene-
gades and stragglers of the whoele robel
army, who represented themselves as
Wheeler's men. Tt is a dispute, however,
in which we can take little intevest.  Tley
were ull mehels to us, and it is n family

fight which they may settle among them-
selves.

Bo muen lins been said about the little
aliznrchy which governs the Distriet of
Columlia being a perfeet system of EOvV-
ernment and so much superior to that ef-
fected by popular vote in other cities that
the thick-coming developments are a rude
surprise. Think of a graduste from a re-
form echool being sappointed to a respon-
sible position and left unwatclied vatil he
had acinaily stolen S$75,000. Think of
another accounting officer whose books
have not been audited for five years, and
still another high-priced official who gave
his bond 15 years azo, since which time
it ks not been looked into until now, when
it is discovered that every one of hLis
bondsmen are dead and their estates Lhave
been settled. This is only the beginning
of a list of many things that could hardly
occur in the worst governed cities of the
wild woolly West. Quite evidently a pei-
sougl government by u few appointed of-
ficials is not the glittering success that has
been po vehemently claimed for it. The
Municipal Government of Washington re-
uires quite as t.horouﬁlhinrwuuuoa as
at of New York, Pliladelphla or Cli-

t
cago,

iny.

“It's just dreadful,”” she sobhed with
her head in her mother's lap. “1 asked
Dr. Brooks to let us Liem-ma-rried anyhow,
right off. I told him that I didn't care
auxthing about the show part of it. hut
he said, just as m-mean as conld be, that
Will wasn't remembering anything about
getting married to-day, and tthat he
conlin’t liave him harrassed by me. IH-he
snid that h-he w-wo-uldu't be responsible
for t-the e-c-onsequences if I eame both-
cring aronnd. Ma, T just hate him nnd
lier too! T do that!” and then Maria went
off into another tempest of sobs.

Brenkfast was just over, and the enl-
ored women were  c¢learing  away  the
things. There had been no lingering over
the table that morning, for the world
seemed all nwry, and nobody felt cheerfnl.
Annabel hnd gone to earey 8i his hreak-
fnst, waich he still ate in the hospital for
precantion’s sake, and the Dencon was
busying himselt with eooling lotions for
Shorty’s head. Mrs. Klegg had been do-
ing what £he could for the poor fellow wn-
til Dir. Brookes eame in to tell heor that
Marin had developed n pretty good fit of
hy-terics and she was needed in the din-
ing room.  “Daon’t fret her,” Mrs. Klege,
he admonished the zood woman, who look-
ed goite iudignant at the suggestion thnat
one of her name =hould give way to hys-
teries.

“Miss Marin has lieen undergoing a
profty severe steain, Intely, and ghe hiny
Lotne lierself admirably through it all. Not

| many young women bred as she has been

cotld bave gone throuzh with what she
has in the last fwo wecks. and have ne-
quited themsgelvpg ns nobly,  Nature s
simply worngout and you must humor her,
She will be fier own brave self after she
hns had herery.'”

“It’s enowgh to make any womnn ery
to have hermwedding day put off g0 un-
ecorciponionsie,'” declared Annabel. “The
darkies linve nearly driven Maria frantic
this morning® by hemoaning the postpone-
ment, nnd df.'r.-lnl‘iur.,' that all sorts of ills

ure Lonnd 10 eome to hoth Will and hor.

That miserable Elepliant is the

cronker of them all.  ‘Dood, Mis" M'ri, 1

worst

|.~|:ti¢'|_r would git muhied on de day set
jer bus' a gallus, deed I wounld,' she said |

to Muria a little, while ago, and then she
deelared that i€ a weidding is put off the
most awfunl ills will befall the conple.
They never will prosper, the man will beat
his wife. heows#l drink, she will be an aw-
ful scold, will have poor health, the chil-
dren will have the ricketz, or be iiiotie—
oh, my gowlaess, T don't know what dis-
hienrtening things she didn’t tell the poor
girl. I—!—well, T must confess T do not
like to pnt off o wedding my=elf,” Annahel
concluded with a little Lingh. *“1 reckon

yes |
we all have our saperstitions, and that is
"

one of i

Menn o Marin wns having a bhad half
honr over in the dining room,

“I saw the moon over my lleft shoulder
the other night, too, ma,” declared Muarin
hetween sobs. “I ne did like to see
the moon first that way,”

“Au” yo'uns upsot de salt all over re
table yixtd'y mawnin',” chimed in
Jane.  “Dat’s pintedly bad, lessen yo'nns
frow some ober you'nng left shonlders aml
says ‘zo way debbill' T tol’ yo'uns to bet-
ter he keerful."

“An' don' you membher, miss, how de
cheer tumble kersmash like when yo'nns
jnmp to keteh dat little Pete boy de odder
mawnin’? Laws! why it jes” abont kill
me if I was ter unsnt n cheer dat-nowaw,
I shore nebber wonld git mahied dis here
yenh”

“De dawgs was a howlin® Ins’ night,
tan,” voluntered Pompey, one of ths hospl-
til servants, as he leaned inside the door

to set down a pitcher of water he had
just brought up from the spring. “Pears

howlin®
s

like when de dawes wits  ter
siump'ng getter happen, disappointment an
denth'™-

“Oh, Ma!" eried Maria eovering lher
ears with her hands, do send them =all
away. “I ean't stand their silly jaller
any longer. T ean't, T ean’t!” and she
raised a face 8o teay-stained and woobe-
wone that Mrs. Klegg forliore the sealling
she had intended to give the suffering
girl, and sent the scrvants off to the
kitehen.,

“Naow, daughter,” she said soothingly,
after the room was clearved of the ganing
blacks, “youn must stop this erying. You
mwnking yonrself less able to care for
Wili, and beside that there is no neces-
sity for this display of weakness, Will
is suffering from an attack of indigestion,
andd he will e all right in a few honrs™

“Then, ean we bhe morried to-day,” nsk-
ed Maria, brightening up.

‘-.\.(l!‘l

Mrs. Klege was n gond mother, but she
wu4 not at all sentimental. She ecounlid un-
tgerstand why a woman should not eat out
a parment on Friday, of course, ghe de-
ciaved that it was not beenuse it was an
milueky day, but heeanse she did not like
to Lave ap nnfinished piece of work on
hands over Surday—but she had no pa-
tienee wil%f!!m, superstitions about post-
poneidl  weddings.,  Thus she ruthlessly
trampled op ope of Muria's pet aversions,

“But, Ma!"sr— began Marla, tearful
BEN.

She was stoaped by Mrs. Klege very
firmly but sgewtdy remarkine that it Will
wig murrioal that day he wonld have to be
carried to gheesaltar, ns he couldn’t walk,
nnd as for @ wedding with the bridegroom
in Led, sheé’wonld not hear to it, and that
ended thatiink!of discussion.

“And te-mbrrow?" nsked Marin re-
signedly, ns she, mopped her face with her
bib apron.

“To-morrow, If Will iz able to get ont
of bed, you can be married, T want son
to get Will away from this place as soon
us possible,” D And with this Maria had
to Le content. By nizht the fever had left
Shorty, and, thongh very weak, he wian
able to sit up for a little while dnd ene
jox the scent of the roses and honeysucklo.
Si even offered to help him down to the
grove which the boys had been fixing up
for the wedding ceremony to be solemuized
in, but the Deacon set his foot down on
that proposition.

“Yon just let well enough alone, this
time,” he snid. “I aia’t going to have this
boy knocked out again nor you either, by
any foolish imprudence.*

“Its awfnl pretty out there, Will,” de-
clared Maria, who sat on the step at
Shorty’s feet. The hoys have been work-
ing like beavers, and when they get the
*“Cathedral,” as they call it, all trimmed
up with wreaths and evergreens like
arches acrost the trees it will be just like
a' picture,” Will was too weak to talk,
but ‘he smiled wanly, and his smile and

Lizy |

the pressure that he gave Maria's hand,
which he held in his, told her quite plainly
that he thought that the prettiest thing on
varth just at that time was the girl at
hiz side.

In an upper chamber of the quaint old
house, Annabel, Mrs. Klegz, Elephant and
Lizy Jane were unitedly engaged in array-
ing Maria for the wedding. Will had been
able to eat his breakfast, and was con-
sidered by the Surgeon to be equal to the
oceasion, so the final arrangements for
the wedding were put in motion at once,
the men falling to with a will to finish the
decoration of the “Cathedenl,”™ the ele-
ments proving €o kind that an outdoor
marringe, which might be sitnessed by a
whole division of troops, was feansible.

Wkhat transformations a thousand or
more such willing workers as the soldiers
of 1865 could accomplish in a few hours,
and in this instance nature had been most
kind in furnishing from her treasurs house
the most beautiful of her stores,

The great columnar trunks of the live-
oaks were wreathed with ropes of fra-
srant magnolias, jasmin and wild azaleas,
garlands hung from the limbs and fes-
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‘' AS STATELY AS EVER, SHE

| toons swung across the vaulted space, all
| exhaling n sweet, fresh fragrance that
dengely filled the air, making it almost

'.«--\‘in-'ly heavy. The entrunce wnans a
great arch of gay-colored flowers,

{with “Shorty” and “Maria” worked out
in large letters, with the great, waxy-
| white flovers of the eablbage magnolias.
|llu:1rl.~;. Cupid’s darts and wedding rings
| were wronght out in  tasteful combinn-
[ tions of brizht huoes, and “Co. Q. 200th
| Indl. Inf. Vols." was blazoned in the red-
I dest flowers that conld he found. TUnder
| the direetion of the Chaplain of the Kan-
| kakevs, who fully entered into the spirit
| of the thing, and whom the Deaecon found
to be a very geninl, soldierly fellow, in
spite of his robes, the boys had impro-
vized an altar out of boxes, and covered
it with flags. A great garrison flag be-
hind the altar, stretehed its full length and
breadth, formed the end of the church.
A floor was laid in front of the altar, and
upon this spread a new white swall-tent
13" for the wedding party to stand on.
The hattery bays, anxious to eontribate,
hronght up the red blankets they had just
drawn, and laid them for a searlet path,
over which the bride could walk to the al-
iar.

The presence of the Adjutant was im-
medintely felt. His danidyism—which the
{men admired, ag they always did in any
gennine soldier—extended from his per-
sonnl appearance to that of the appear-
anee and discipline of the reziment. 1le
could get results in thiz direction which
no other man in the regiment could, and
lie proces to get them. The idea of
|the wedding  eaptured  This  susceptible
faney—the more readily as he was look-
ing forward to a like proceeding in which
he would have a deep personal interest—
anil he de ssist at it, and
at the sam agiment back
to the standard he had maintained for it
when in peaceful eamp,

An order at once issued from headquar-
ters to every Captain to carefully inspect
his company, and prepare it for gransd re-
view and inspection, deawing everything
necessary to put his men in the best pos-
sible shane.

Never had the boys prepared for a re-
view more willingly. Tt was arranged that
the regiment should attend the wedding
in a hody. withont arms, and the review
nml inspection take place in the after-
No0T.

The brigade haund, glorions ng the morn,
in uniforms braided wherever braid could
he twirled and twined, new silver instru-
ments, with & Dram Major six feet foue
inchos high and weighing 225 pounds, but
who looked as if he were 10 feet high and
weighed a ton, came out on a  shady,
erassy knoll, and played all the merry airs
which attnned with the moods of the hoys,
cheering, ns they formed without nrms,
to march out for a preliminary inspec-
tion.

But the hand’s splendor, and even that
of the Drum Major, faded when the Lright
sun of the Adjutant’s radiance shone upon
the scene, ns he strode out from his tent
to form the battalion.

It was evident thut he had spent much
of his convalescence in New York in in-
vestigating the military finery in the
shops, which had at that time reached its
highest bloom, and nothing had eseaped
which would add splendor to his appear-
ance., The boys had been crushed into
dumb admiration by his marvels of dress
at Murfreeshoro and Chattanooga, during
their long stays at those places, but it was
nothing to this.

Some of them retnined composure
enough to eall for smoked glass, to save
their eyes from the magnificence, but most
of them, after the first starlle, broke into
lond applagse. The Adjutant’s dandyism
had become as much a part of the regi-
ment as its official designation, and far
from wanting any abatement of it, they
gloried in it, nnd were tickled to the
heart’s core at any fresh manifestation,
The Adjutant realized this, and “henped
on style” far more for them than for any-
body or anything else. i

“Attention, Battalion!” lLie sang out, in
that clear, ringing voice which it did them
all zood to hear once more in command.
“Iight dress! Come out in the center,
there. Back there on the left! Close nup
there, with your company, Capt. Coombes,
I'orward there in the center a little more
Steady! Back more on the left. Steady!
Move lively. What's the matter with yon
fellows, auyway? - Been hoeing. corn since
L left? Don't be all d.u.tuﬂnﬂg a deeent
line. You're worse than the 1st Ky. Cav.

Steady! Front. P-repa-re %o op-en
r-a-n-k-s] T-o t-h-e r-e-a-r -0 O-p-¢-n O~
d-e-rl MARCH!

The tand strock up “Aln't T Glad to
Get Out of the Wilderness?' while the
Adjutant, the very personification of
severe soldierly dignity, stalked down the
front line, and back up through_ the open
ranks, sternly scrutinizing every man’s
well-blacked brogans, polished buttons,
clean shirt and spotless uniform,

“You've all done very well,” he an-
nounced when he came back to hig posi-
tion in the front and center. “But not
quite as well as some of you might have

done. Co. Q is the cleanest company in
the regiment. [ shall select the Orderly
from Co. Q.

Co. Q wanted to sghout in appreclation
of this high compliment, bnt no one dared
such an infraction of military discipline
in the presence of the Adjutant, rigged
out as hs was.

The inspection was dismissed, and the
other companies marched down te Co. Q
to witness the process of selecting the Or-
derly. Co. Q, standing stiff n line, was in
a flutter of excitement as to whom should
receive the coveted distinction. The Adju-
tant marched up and down in front of the
company, and between its ranks, with ‘fer-
retlike glances, to detect the least signs
of slovenliness. Each man had taken such
unusual pains with bimself that it was
hard to make a choice.

The Adjutant finally picked ont Monty
Seruges, Harry Joslyn, Alf Russell, Gid
Mackall, and six others, and ordered them
une pace in frout of the company.

He carefully scrutinized them, while the

excitement in company grew. One man

PASSED ON TO THE ALTAR

was found to have lost a buton from his
cap, and was ordered back. Another had
n little fringe around the bottom of his
pantaloons, und lost his chance. A thied
had a splazh of coffee on his pantaloons
which he had tried to sponge out, but
which now showed, and he had to step
back into the ranks, A fourth had ner-
vously unbuttoned his blouse, and he went
back. A fifth had trusted that the shi-t
he had put on the day befors would do,
and back he went. The sixth had only
blacked the heels of his shoes, not polished
them, and he went back.

(zid had let a little too long time elapse
sinee his Iast hair eut, and back lie went.
Alf Russell had picked up an iodine hot-
tle just before starting out, which Ieft a
brown stain on the inside of his gloves.
e had mannged to conceal this until now,
but back he had to go.

Evervone held his breath as the choiece
narrowed down to Monty and Harry, who
stood trembi‘ng under the ordeal.

The Adjutant looked them over care-
fully for a few nervous seconds. Both
were as immaculately elean as soldiers
could be. There secemed no choice be-
tween them.

“Take off your gloves,” commanded the
Adjutant.

No choice there. Their hands were per-
fectly clean, their nails well-trimmed and
cleaned.

“Take off your blonses.,” commanded the
Adjutant.

Still no choice. Both shirts were new,
perfectly clean, and irreproachable around
collnrs and cuffs.

The excitement grow infense, and ev-
erybody watched for the next test.

“Take off your shoes,” commanded the
Adjutant.

Harry and Monty spread their hand
kerchiefs on the gronmd, and removed
their shoes. There Monty’s downfall came.
In some way he had nut one of the
bright-colored socks he had hought” of the
Sutler on wrong-side out. Harry was all
right.

“Joslyn is detailed for Orderly. and will
report at headguarters." said the Adjn-
tant briefly, and a shont went up from
those who had been betting on Harry
from the first.

“Here comes the General and his staff,
with the Chaplain,” econtinned the Adja-
tant. “Go and report to him for duty.
Joslyn., There eomes the wedding party,

from the hospital.  F-n-11 in, B-a-t-
t-a-l-i-o-n.  Right dress. Back on the feft!
Steady! Come forward in the center.

Steady! Front! Withont doubling—Right
Face! Forward, March!

Gen. MeGillicuddy, in full dress, accom-
panied by a number of field and staff offi-
cerg similarly attired, put himself at the
head of his regiment, and marched to the
“Oathedral,” where seats had been pro-
vided for them on the right of the im-
provised altar. The band played the regi-
ment down, and then took its place on the
left, and got in readiness to execnte the
special program for the eecasion, upon the
preparation of which the Leader had been
spending no end of anxious thenght.

The regiment sat down on the carpet of
thick grass, on either side of the central
pathway of searlet blankets,

Soon the bridal party arrived, in three
ambulances, the first containing Marin,
her Mother, Annabel, Mrs. Brookes and
the Deacon; the second Si, Shorty, the
Sargeon and Dr. Brookes, and the lagt
filled with convalescents for whom it was
unsafe to walk so far.

The bugles rang ont “Attention® as the
ambulances  reached the front of  the
“Cathedral,” and all inside rose, and
stood at a salute, as Marin descended from
the ambulanee, and took the arm of the
Dencon.

When Shorty, assisted by Si, descended
Inboredly from the ambulanee and started
up the path on his faithful partner’s arm,
the band struck up “The Bold Soldies
Boy,” and his comrades mude the lofty
leafy arches ring with three cheers and
u tiger.

His face flushed, his eve kindled, and
he stood up more ercet, at this finttering
compliment from those who knew him hest
of all, and until Maria entered the leafy
temple of hymen the men feasted their
eyes on the gorgeously apparelled groom
and best man.

Though the 200th Ind., like most West-
ern regiments, had an inenrable dislike to
the full dress uniform; with its plentitiule
of brass as-thea prescribed by the: regu-
lations for the enlisted.men of the army, |

for the nonce, be sut in all that the
regulations prese brass letters and
figures an inch long included.

Therefore, the company tallor was set
to work upon a coupla of dress conts
drawn from tha Quartermaster, and ths
accompanying light-blue pantaloons. The
garments were altered to it 8i and Shorty,
patent leather choevions wera obtained
from the Sutler of one of the Eastern
regiments, and dark blue satin ribbon an
inch wide for the Sergeant's stripes on the
pantaloons. Two fine officers’ hats of the
regulation pattern were bronght and trim-
med with the preseribed insignia. On the
front in brass letters and figures one inch
high were “20dith Ind..” a brass bugle and
company letter, and the right side was
caught up with a trinmphant American
eagle in brass, sitting on a nest of ar-
rows, lightning flashes, ote., and finished
out with a black feather.

“The Sergeants will look as if they had
burglarized a hlooming brass fonndry,™
commented the hoys as they surveyed the
effect npon the hats, “buat it is the same
thess Eastern regiments are wearing, and
when the regulations say so it is all right.”

When the paraphernalin was brought to
Si and Shorty, they surveved the glitter-
ing ontfit with dismay, but the magic word
“regulations” reconciled them to it, and
they silently donned the stunning regalia.

As Si and Shorty reached the impro-
vised altar with its draping of fine new
flags, where they were met by the Chap-
lain, the band turned softly into “Ever of
Thee." and Maria, leaning on the arm of
the Deacon, who looked very red in the
face, much flurried and decidedly out of
place, eame slowly down the red-carpeted
aisle, followed by Annabel and Mrs. Klegg
and the others. The tall, fair girl was a
perfect picture of sweet womanliness as
she passed between the lines of blue-
roated boys, flecks of sunshine sifting
down on her softly-cnrling hair throngh
the restless, windshaken Jeaves, and a
murmur of admiration went ap that final-
Iy broks into a cheer. Even throngh the
shimmering tulle vail which fell over her
face and was ecaught to her curls by a
claster of the orange blossoms which
Harry Joslyn had all bot risked his life
to secore for her, the mantling blush of
sweet girlhood could be seen, as she
drooped her head a little at the spontans-
aus tribute, then she stralghtened up her
lithe form, and stately as ever passed on
to the altar.

Annabel’'s face was a picture of happi-
ness. She said to herself that she had
never seen a prettier bride, if she did say
it as shonldn’t, seeing as she had made
the bridal dress with her own unaided
hands, It was the regulation nine vards
around the bottom, with the gored front,
which she had achieved after much tribu-
lation. The basque was made low-necked,
the upper part filled in with tulle gather-
ed to the throat, where it was held by a
spray of orange blossoms. The smooth,
rounded arms were fully displared by the
wide tulle sierves, and around the bottom
was the priceless old lace, headed by folds
of tulle and ennght up with orange blos-
soms. The soft, fine liven of the prized
Christian Commission sheets had lant it-
self admirably to the creation, and the lit-
tle huttons from one of Will's never-worn
uniform vests decorated the front of the
hasque, while two gold cords with acorn
drops, which had ornamented the dress
hats of two Captains In the regiment,
formed shonlder knots and caught up the
tulle sleeves. The long, soft folds *railed
over the crimson blankets in splendid con-
trast, and the beautiful ensemble was com-
pleted by the bridal bouquet which was of
the wild orange blossoms fringed with
bluehells.

“Yoh suttn'lr has got to hab sumfn
blne,” declared Elephant, who had cousti-
tited herself a committee of one to see
that all the wedding superstitions wers
complied with. “We'nns ain't got nott'n’
to gzib but dese hear,” drawing from be-
hind her portly form a bunch of splendid
river  bottom  bluebells, “an® we'd like
mighty well fur yoh to fix "em in yoh
dress som’ers."”

“Just the thing,” shouted Annabel glae-
fully. “I'll make up vour bouquet with
them, and then von will have:
“Something o'd. and something new,
Something borrowed, and something blne,”
and the blacks went away happy. They
were now hovering around on the outside,
rnjoying the pageant as much as any-
body.

As Maria reached the altar, she handed
her bouquet to Annabel, and all took the'r
positions shout the robed Chaplain.

The Adjutant commanded “Parade
Rest.” and the Chaplaln, after pronounc-
ing the invoeation, read the betrothal lines
for the oceasion.

Then, amid the hreathless silence of ev-
ery one present, who listened engerly for
each word, the Chaplain bezan the bean-
tiful serviee which made the twain ona
fiesh. Shorty answered promptly and dis-
tinetly, as if reporting to Col. MeGillicud-
dy, while Msurin could not help letting it
be known that she felt and meant every-
thing she said, by the earnest clearnoss of
her answers. Si produced the gorgeons
diamond ring at the nproper time, and its
radianece seemed to il the zroomed nrches
of the trees with flashing lizht as Shorty
slipped it on Maria's finger.

As the Chaplain prononneed the fate-
ful words which made them hnsband and
wife, Sandy gave a soft whistle to Pete,
perched on an npper limb, who waved n
fing as a siznal to the fort. This respond-
ed with the roar of its big zuns, fired in
quick snecession.

“That is the regular salute ordered to
celebrate Lee's surrender,” the Adjutant
explainéd to the Deacon, “but 1 had the
(ieneral hold it op until it would serve a
double purpoce.  Sherty ean boast that his

wedding hal as much gun-music as a
King's"
Then came the congratulations. Poor

Shorty was almost in a stute of collapse
in a very short time.

“Maria,” he whispered, as they at last
zot away from the handshaking, and
walked arm-in-arm back to the ambunlance,
| "begin to believe at last it’s actunally
s,

“Yes, dear,” she answered, “it's for-
ever and coternally so now. The Chaplain
said ‘till death do yen part.””

{(To be econtinued.)

e e - VI
THE 10WA DEMOCRATS.

The reorganizers of the Democratie
party feel very much encouraged at the
result of the Democratic State Conven-
tion of Towa. While there is no hope of
suecess for their ticket, yet the action of
the Convention is a keynote for other con-
ventions which will follow. The nomines
for Governor, while nominally a Bryan
man, is entirely satisfactory to the gold
wing of the party, and a plank was put
in denouncing imperialism to satisfy the
“Bryanites.” There was a return to the
old demand for o “tariff for revenue only.”
The resolutions reaflirming the financial
planks of Chicago and Kansas City were
rejected by a two-thirds vote, and the
money question was dismissed by insist-
ing that “the integrity of the money of
the Nation be guarded with jealous care,
and demanding that it shall be suflicient in
volume to meet the business needs of the
country, and that it shall be safeguarded
by careful legislation, so as to prevent the
gnmblers of Wall Street from cornering
the money market, thus inflicting untold
injury upon the smaller business men, the
farmers and laborers of the land.” Tha
rest of the platform was the usual bun-

combe about curbing the trusts and the
regulation of railway charges which are
customary in the platforms of all parties,

AID FOR THE EANSAS SUFFERERS.
We have received the following contrie
butions for the Kausas food sufferers:
ll.‘ B. MeNeill, 85th Pa., Dallas, Wi

A tecrrrerrecsssssssnnssnnsns .-

-Daniel Reese, Atglen, Pn. ........... 1

Straighten out all the along the line

yet it was decided in the Co. Q council
that Shorty and his best man Si should

Mrs. B A. Updike. Fr. Scott. Kaus. .. 2
James §. McLane Post, Dwight, N.C.. 5
w




